
403 Preschool Services

403.1 Preschool Eligibility

Eligibility factors include:

A. Differentiated referral procedures shall be implemented to determine whether a referred child is in need of non-special education intervention, or a multifactored evaluation to determine the existence of a disability.

B. A Preschool child with a disability is a child who:

1. Is at least three years of age but not of compulsory school age; and

2. Has a disability as demonstrated by a significant documented deficit in one or more areas of development which has an adverse effect upon normal development and functioning per the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) Rule;

3. Has been placed by his/her Local Education Agency (LEA) for educational programming.

C. In the case of a suspected disability, a mulitfactored and multidisciplinary evaluation shall be conducted by the child’s LEA as follows:

1. Use of all of the following assessment procedures to confirm a documented deficit as required in item E. of this section and use any of the following procedures to assess the areas outlined in item C 2 below:

a) Structured interview with persons knowledgeable about the child’s functioning including the parent or primary caregiver;

b) Structured observations over multiple settings and activities;

c) Standardized norm-referenced tests (where published); and

d) Criterion-referenced/curriculum based assessment.

2. Assessment in the following areas:

a) Adaptive behavior

b) Background information including developmental, family, medical, and educational histories when appropriate

c) Cognitive ability

d) Communication skills

e) Hearing

f) Preacademic skills

g) Sensorimotor functioning

h) Social-emotional/behavioral functioning and 

i) Vision

3. The following specialized evaluations:

a) A physical examination completed by a licensed doctor of medicine or doctor of osteopathy in cases where the disability is primarily the result of a congenital or acquired physical disability,

b) A visual examination conducted by an eye care specialist in cases where the disability I primarily the result of a visual impairment, and

c) An audiological examination completed by a certified or licensed audiologist in cases where the disability is primarily the result of a hearing impairment.

D. A child shall be determined eligible when one of the following applies:

1. There is a significant documented deficit in one or more of the following areas:

a) Communication skills (form, content, and use of language)

b) Hearing abilities

c) Motor functioning

d) Social-emotional/behavioral functioning, or

e) Vision, or

2. There is a significant documented deficit in cognitive ability as determined by a licensed psychologist or certified school psychologist, and also a documented deficit in

a) One or more of the areas listed in item D 1 of this section, or

b) A documented deficit in adaptive behavior; or

3. There is a documented deficit in adaptive behavior and a documented deficit in one or more of the areas listed in item D 1 of this section.

E. A documented deficit

1. Except in the areas of hearing and vision shall be determined by:

a) A score of two standard deviations below the mean in one area, or scores of one and one-half standard deviations below the mean in two areas outlined in item D of this section as measured by norm-referenced test, and

b) Data obtained through structured interview, structured observation, and criterion-referenced/curriculum-based assessment confirming the reliability of standard scores and the existence of an adverse effect on normal development or functioning.

2. In the area of hearing a deficit shall be determined by

a) An average pure tone hearing loss of fifty decibels or greater, according to the American National Standards Institutes (ANSI) 1969, for the frequencies of five-hundred, one thousand and two thousand hertz in the better ear;

b) An average pure tone hearing loss of twenty five decibels or greater ANSI for the frequencies five hundred, one thousand and two thousand hertz in the better ear, which has an adverse effect upon normal development and functioning related to documented evidence of:

i. A more severe hearing loss during the developmental years than is currently measured,

ii. A history of chronic medical problems that have resulted in fluctuating hearing, presently or in the past, or

iii. A delay in diagnosis, provision of amplification, and/or initiation of special programming; or

c) A hearing loss in excess of twenty five decibels (ANSI) for the frequencies one thousand hertz through eight thousand hertz in the better ear, resulting in such poor auditory discrimination that it has an adverse effect upon normal development and functioning, or

3. In the area of vision a deficit shall be determined by:

a) A visual impairment, not primarily perceptual in nature, resulting in a measured visual acuity of 20/70 or poorer in the better eye with correction; or

b) A physical eye condition that affects visual functioning to the extent that special education placement, materials, and/or services are required in an educational setting.

F. Procedures relating to due process and procedural safeguards shall be followed in accordance with Rule 3301-51-02 of the Administrative Code except paragraphs (E)(4)(f), (E)(4)(h), and (E)(13) of said rule.

G. Medical consultation shall be encouraged on a continuing basis, especially when school authorities feel  that there has been a change in the child’s behavior or educational functioning or when new symptoms are detected.

H. The multifactored evaluation team report shall include the following components:

1. Documentation of assessment dates, procedures, and results as required in section C above;

2. Educationally relevant medical information, if any;

3. Documentation of the existence of the documented deficit(s) as required in sections D 1-3 and E 1-3 above including the four assessment procedures required in sections C 1 a)-d) above;

4. Description of observed behavior in the area(s) of deficit as compared to typical behavior of same age peers;

5. Conclusion that there is an adverse effect upon normal development and functioning;

6. Conclusion that the disability is not solely the result of environmental, cultural, or economic factors; and

7. Team members’ signatures indicating agreement that the results of the multifactored evaluation indicate that a disability exists, or attached statement(s) if there is a disagreement.

I. Preschool children with disabilities who are five years old on or before the first day of August may be served in a school-age special education program.

403.2 Preschool Enrollment

A. The IEP conference shall be held as soon as possible, and in any event not more than ninety (90) days after parental consent for multifactored evaluation has been received, or within one hundred twenty (120) days after the initial referral as a child that may have a disability, whichever comes first, except where a greater time span is mutually agreed to in writing by the parent and the local school district.  If placed by the LEA, Rule 3301-51-02 of the Administrative Code shall be followed.

B. An IEP shall be based on the comprehensive evaluation and developed for each child in accordance with Rule 3301-51-02 and Rule 3301-51-04 of the Administrative Code.

C. The IEP shall be written with parental input.  The plan shall specify strengths and needs of the child, present level of functioning, long-term goals and short-term objectives, evaluative criteria and procedures, behavioral objectives for programming as required, frequency of attendance, transportation assistance needs, and provisions for periodic reevaluation and review at least three times during the school year.

403.3 Preschool Enrollee Records

The following information shall be maintained for each Preschool enrollee:

A. Application for enrollment;

B. Verification of birth;

C. The multi-factored evaluation and IEP must be completed prior to commencing programming;

D. A medical evaluation current within 45 days of enrollment and updated as determined necessary by the team.  Any person with Down Syndrome who participates in physical development activities shall be examined by a physician for antlantaxical dislocation.  Such examination must be documented.

E. A record of immunizations in accordance with the guidelines specified within the Ohio Revised Code sections 3701.13 and 3313.671.  The Board will insure that a current list of the immunization requirements is available to parents and families.

Exceptions to the enforcement of this policy shall be made only in cases where medical contraindication is presented in a written statement by a physician or where written certification is presented attesting to objection on philosophical or religious grounds.

Students deemed “in process” of obtaining required immunizations, must meet the standards outlined in Ohio Revised Code section 3313.671.  Students must continue to meet the “in process” requirement as defined within section 3313.671 in order to continue to remain in school.

F. Emergency Care Card which must include names, addresses and telephone numbers for two persons to contact in an emergency and a phone number for a physician and a dentist;

G. Accident or unusual incident reports;

H. IEP current within one year and correspondence relating to the IEP process;

I. Reports of progress on IEP goals and objectives which shall be updated at least three times during the school year;

J. Behavioral program plans and data summaries per IEP;

K. Data noting other services, such as counseling with parents and referral services to other professional services and community agencies.

L. The Madison County Board of MR/DD shall prepare a parent roster listing the names, addresses and telephone numbers of parents, custodians or guardians and children enrolled in the program.  Any person who requests their name(s) or telephone number not be listed will not be listed on the roster.  Rosters will be furnished to each parent, custodian, or guardian upon request.  The roster shall not be distributed to any person other than a parent, custodian, guardian of a child who attends the preschool program.

M. Each parent, custodian or guardian shall provide the Madison County Board of MR/DD with a signed statement indicating to whom their child may be released.

N. Record of native language.

O. Separate written permission to participate in swimming activities.

The following information may be requested and included:

1. Previous programmatic and instructional records;

2. Current family and child data;

3. Information to determine or substantiate eligibility for other services such as supplemental security income, Medicaid, etc.; and

4. Any additional information necessary to complete the placement process.

403.4 Preschool Programming Content

Preschool programs shall include individual, small group and classroom instruction which are developmentally and chronologically age-appropriate, functional and facilitate the attainment of individualized goals and objectives on the IEP.

A. The education program shall:

1. Be designed to align with the ODE Preschool content standards addressing the areas of:

a) Language arts;

b) Mathematics and Science; and

c) Social Studies

2. Include the following developmental domains:

a) adaptive,

b) physical development; fine and gross motor,

c) cognitive,

d) communication,

e) sensorimotor,

f) social-emotional; and

g) parent education:

i. To increase parents’ and families acceptance and understanding of the nature of the disability.

ii. To increase the ability of the parents and families to teach the child.

iii. To encourage and assist the family to acquire and maintain skills to enable them to cope more effectively with the needs and demands associated with a child who has a developmental delay or mental retardation.

iv. To provide information to parents concerning their role and their rights in regard to the education of their child.

3. Include parent involvement.

B. The data from the child’s multifactored evalutation (MFE) and individualized education program (IEP) shall be available to and used by the preschool special education teacher and therapists in the planning and coordination of the child’s program.

C. In addition to their primary instructional responsibilities, preschool special education teachers may provide the following:

1. Instruction to nondisabled children in an integrated setting,

2. Assessment and consultation, and

3. Activities related to parent involvement.

4. With parent permission, collaborative programming with other providers (i.e. Headstart, Madison County Hospital Speech Therapy Clinic, etc.)

D. Activities for parent involvement may include, but are not necessarily limited to:

1. Education,

2. Family support services,

3. Linkage with other resources, and

4. Transition planning,

5. Participation in school activities such as field trips, family picnic, etc.

E. One preschool special class teacher shall serve six to eight preschool children with disabilities.

F. Up to six age-eligible typically developing children may be enrolled in a special class for the purpose of establishing an integrated class setting.  In such cases, class size shall not exceed twelve children at any one time unless a waiver is granted by O.D.E..

G. In addition to the preschool special class teacher, at least one responsible individual shall be present at all times when seven or more children are in attendance in a special class setting unless children are napping.

H. A minimum of ten hours of services per week shall be provided for each child receiving special class services.

I. Activities shall be conducted that address the transition of preschool children with disabilities and their families between and within service delivery systems, with written parental permission.  Related activities may include, but are not necessarily limited to:

1. Development of interagency agreements to clarify transition options;

2. Development of forms and procedures for sharing pertinent information among agency personnel and parents;

3. Transfer of personally identifiable information prior to the age at which children may be eligible for preschool or school-age services;

4. Provision of information for parents regarding service options, and

5. Provision of an individual planning conference and/or written transition plan for each child and family at the discretion of the child’s local education agency (LEA).

J. Housing, facilities, materials, and equipment shall be maintained in accordance with Rule 3301-37-06 of the Administrative Code, except paragraph (F) of said rule, and Rule 3301-37-07 of the Administrative Code, except paragraph (F) of said rule.  In addition the following shall apply:

1. The indoor and outdoor physical environment shall be accessible and appropriate to the needs of the preschool children with disabilities;

2. Evaluation instruments, instruction materials and equipment as well as adaptive equipment shall be appropriate for the age, developmental ability and disability of each preschool child.

K. Rules 3301-37-02, 3301-37-04, 3301-37-05, 3301-37-09, 3301-37-10, and 3301-37-11 of the Administrative Code shall be followed in the provision of programs for preschool children with disabilities.

L. Related services may be provided for preschool children with disabilities in accordance with Rule 3301-51-05 of the Administrative Code, except paragraph (N)(1) of said rule, may:

1. Include consultative, indirect, and direct services;

2. Be provided in alternative settings as outlined in paragraph C of this rule; and

3. Be considered a special education program if they provide specially designed instruction to meet the unique needs of a preschool child with a disability and no other special education program is currently being provided to that child.

M. Program evaluation activities shall be conducted for the purpose of making decisions regarding program maintenance and improvement.

N. Experimental special education programs or related services for preschool children with disabilities may be approved outside these rules by the Department of Education, Division of Early Childhood Education, to evaluate new methodology and/or alternative procedures in accordance with a request for proposal issued by the Division of Early Childhood Education.  A recommendation for the design and issuance of a request for proposal may be submitted to the Division of Early Childhood Education.

403.5 Preschool Calendar

The Preschool program shall be scheduled for instruction for a minimum of one hundred eighty days in each school year to include the following:

A. Two of the one hundred eighty days (or four half days) may be used for professional development.

B. Two of the one hundred eighty days (or four half days) may be used for parent/teacher conferences.

C. A maximum of five calamity days may be included in the one hundred eighty day school year.

403.6 Preschool Attendance

A. Preschoolers may attend the program for an entire official school day for five days per week or an prorated portion of a day or week, with minimum of 10 hours weekly.

B. The interdisciplinary team shall determine the frequency of attendance which shall be indicated on the IEP.  This determination shall be based on the individual child’s age, emotional needs, physical stamina, and habilitative needs.  The procedures as outlined in rule 3301-51-02 of the Administrative Code shall be followed.

C. When unexplained or unexcused absences of ten days occur during the program year, the LEA will be notified.  A record of such communication shall be recorded in the child’s permanent record file.

D. For children of compulsory school age who are placed by the LEA, attendance is mandatory.  Unexplained or unexcused absences shall be reported to the attendance officer of the LEA.

E. If patterns of irregular attendance emerge, the Children Services Director will be notified and contact will be made with the home to discuss any problems.  Further action may be taken through the LEA pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code.

403.7 Preschool Program Facility

A. Preschool classrooms shall contain a minimum of fifty square feet per pupil exclusive of space used for office, storage or utilities.

B. Playground areas shall be provided for Preschool programs.  Playground equipment design shall be age-appropriate and reflect functional abilities and safety needs of the children.

403.8 Preschool Education Services for Typically Developing Children

Preschool Services include a planned program of education designed to meet the needs of a child who has not attained compulsory school age and who is eligible for such services.  Both the child and the family are eligible for services.  In accordance with applicable ODE rules, a preschool unit may be approved on the basis of six children with disabilities enrolled.  Up to six additional age-eligible children may also be served.  The Madison County Board of MR/DD shall serve up to six additional age-eligible children in each preschool unit based upon approved policy and procedures.  Typically developing enrollees attending full day or partial day sessions shall be assessed a fee for supply and/or transportation costs.  Costs for supplies and/or transportation of typically developing students shall be determined annually by the Board.  Payment shall be made regardless of the number of days the child attends.  Payment shall be in advance and paid by the first day of the month.

403.9 Preschool Eligibility Typically Developing Children

Eligibility factors include:

A. Ages 3 through 5 years of age, be below six years of age on the thirtieth day of September.

B. Placement of typically developing children shall be solely upon the availability of space and typically developing children may be displaced from a unit should the need arise to place additional children with disabilities.

C. Eligibility factors for selection of a typically developing child to be served in the Madison County Program shall be determined by the following rank order:

1. Child of a Madison County Board of MR/DD Staff Member

2. Children selected for placement from the community from an established list.

D. Parents shall be provided an agreement of understanding that the enrollment as a typically developing student is strictly a temporary placement and does not automatically mean that a child can be served in the Madison County Program for an extended period of time.  Typically developing children enrollments shall be reviewed on a periodic basis.

E. Should the determination be made to terminate a typically developing student, parents shall be contacted at least 2 weeks prior to the effective date of such a decision.  All decisions in reference to the displacement of a typically developing child shall be at the sole discretion of the Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities.

403.10 Preschool Enrollee Records-Typically Developing Children

The following information shall be maintained for each typically developing Preschool enrollee:

A. Application for enrollment;

B. Verification of birth;

C. A medical evaluation current within 45 days of enrollment;

D. A record of immunizations in accordance with the guidelines specified within the Ohio Revised Code sections 3701.13 and 3313.671.  The Board will insure that a current list of the immunization requirements is available to parents and families.

Exceptions to the enforcement of this policy shall be made only in cases where medical contraindication is presented in a written statement by a physician or where written certification is presented attesting to objection on philosophical or religious grounds.

Students deemed “in process” of obtaining required immunizations, must meet the standards outlined in Ohio Revised Code section 3313.671.  Students must continue to meet the “in process” requirement as defined within section 3313.671 in order to continue to remain in school.

E. Emergency Care Card which must include names, addresses and telephone numbers for two persons to contact in an emergency and a phone number for a physician and a dentist;

F. Accident or unusual incident reports;

G. Each parent, custodian or guardian shall provide the Madison County Board of MR/DD with a signed statement indicating to whom their child may be released.

The following information may be requested and included:

1. Previous programmatic and instructional records;

2. Current family and child data;

3. Information to determine or substantiate eligibility for other services such as supplemental security income, Medicaid, etc.; and

4. Any additional information necessary to complete the placement process.

403.11 Preschool Programming Content-Typically Developing

Preschool programs shall include individual, small group and classroom instruction which is aligned with the ODE Preschool content standards addressing the areas of language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.

The Preschool program will include the following developmental domains:

A. Communication Skills;

B. Self-Help Skills;

C. Physical development; fine and gross motor skills;

D. Social-emotional development;

E. Cognitive development;

F. Parent education: To provide information to parents concerning their role and their rights in regard to the education of their child.

G. Children may be afforded related services based on availability.

403.12 Preschool Calendar-Typically Developing

The Preschool program shall be scheduled for instruction for a minimum of one hundred eighty days in each school year to include the following:

A. Two of the one hundred eighty days (or four half days) may be used for professional development.

B. Two of the one hundred eighty days (or four half days) may be used for the development of plans and/or parent/teacher conferences.

C. A maximum of five calamity days may be included in the one hundred eighty day school year.

403.13 Preschool Attendance-Typically Developing

A. Preschoolers may attend the program for an entire official school day for five days per week or any prorated portion of a day or week.

B. The Children Services Director in conjunction with the parents and instructors shall determine the frequency of attendance.  This determination shall be based on the individual child’s age, emotional needs, physical stamina, and needs.
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