
405 General Policies Pertaining to Early Intervention, Preschool and School Age Services

405.1 Special Education
The Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, as an expression if its commitment to provide a free appropriate public education for children with disabilities in accordance with state and federal laws, rules, and regulations, does hereby resolve to implement the following policies:

A. CHILD IDENTIFICATION  It shall be the policy of this county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities that will cooperate with the school district of residence in ongoing efforts to identify, locate, and evaluate children below 22 years of age, who attend the county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities and have a confirmed or suspected disability in accordance with all federal regulations and state standards.

B. PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS  It shall be the policy of this county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities that it will cooperate with the school district of residence to ensure that a child with a disability who attends this county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities and his/her parent shall be provided with safeguards, as required by law, throughout the identification, evaluation, and placement process, and the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child.

C. MULTIFACTORED EVALUATION  It shall be the policy of this county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities to cooperate with the school district of residence in the provision of  a multifactored evaluation for children with disabilities to ensure that children are assessed in their native language or other mode of communication; tests are used for their validated purposes;  children are evaluated in all areas related to their suspected disability, testing is conducted by a multidisciplinary team; testing materials and procedures are not racially or culturally biased, tests are administered by trained personnel qualified in accordance with all federal regulations and state standards; tests are administered in conformance with the instructions provided by the producer; and, that medical evaluation, when required as part of the multifactored evaluation, shall be provided at no costs to the parent by a licensed physician designated by the superintendent of the school district of residence or his/her designee, when other no-cost resources are not available.

D. INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLAN  It shall be the policy of this county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities to cooperate with the school district of residence in the development of an individualized education plan (IEP) for each child with a disability who needs special education.  The IEP shall be designed to meet the unique educational needs of the child and parents of the child shall be strongly encouraged to participate in the development.  The IEP shall be reviewed and revised as often as necessary, but at least annually.

E. LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT  It shall be the policy of this county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities to cooperate with the school district of residence in that the education of children with disabilities shall occur in the least restrictive environment; special education programs and services shall be appropriate and designed to meet the unique needs of each child with a disability, to the maximum extent appropriate.

F. CONFIDENTIALITY OF DATA  This county board follows all federal regulations and state standards related to the confidentiality of data.  REFERENCE: Chapter 19 HIPAA Policy.

G. DUE PROCESS  It shall be the policy of this county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities to cooperate with the school district  of residence in the utilization of procedures that allow differences of opinion between parent(s) and the school district(s) or between agencies and the school district(s), to be aired and resolved; and that the procedures shall provide for utilization of case conferences, administrative reviews, impartial due process hearing, and state level appeals and appeals to the courts that involve the district’s/district’s proposal or refusal to initiate or change the identification, evaluation , or educational placement of the child, or the provision of FAPE to the child.  Furthermore, the rights of children with disabilities shall be protected when the parents cannot be identified or located, when the child is a ward of the state, or when the child is without a formally declared legal representative.  REFERENCE Chapter 12 Administrative Resolution of Complaints and Chapter 16 Medicaid Due Process.

H. SURROGATE PARENT  It shall be the policy of this county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities to notify the school district whenever the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the child with a disability are not known or cannot be located, or when the child is a ward of the state.

In order to protect the rights of the child when the parents of the child are unknown or unavailable, or when the child is a ward of the state, the following guidelines are established:
The Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities will follow the LEA policy  of the child’s residence/placement.  Copies of each of the involved LEA’s  policies on Parent Surrogates in the  county shall be requested and kept on file in the administrative office.

The Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities will work with the appropriate LEA when it is determined that a parent surrogate is needed for a particular individual.

I. TESTING PROGRAMS  It shall be the policy of this county board of mental retardation an developmental disabilities that students with disabilities, enrolled in county programs, shall participate in local and statewide testing programs to the maximum extent appropriate.  Alternate assessments shall be determined only during an IEP conference.
The superintendent shall administer the local implementation of these state procedures, in accordance with state and federal laws, rules, and regulations, which will ensure fulfillment of the policies contained herein.

405.2 Missing Child Policy

At the time of initial enrollment of a child or children in the Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities Early Intervention, Pre-School or School Age Programs, the parents or legal guardian of the child(ren) shall present to the building authority or designee a copy of the child’s original Certificate of Birth and any information provided by the school that he/she most recently attended.  The Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities will, within 2 days, contact the sending school to request the student’s official records.  Records must be received by the Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities within 14 calendar days of the student’s admission to the school.  If the sending school, upon contact, indicates no record of the student, or no records are received by the end of the 14 day waiting period, the building authority will notify the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction in the area where the pupil resides of this fact and of the possibility that the pupil may be a missing child, as this term is defined in Section 2901.30 of the Ohio Revised Code.

The building authority shall provide access to the student’s records to the law enforcement officials who are conducting the investigation
405.3 Parent Surrogate

In order to protect the rights of the child when the parents of the child are unknown or unavailable, or when the child is a ward of the state, the following guidelines are established:

The Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities will follow the LEA policy  of the child’s residence/placement.  Copies of each of the involved LEA’s  policies on Parent Surrogates in the  county shall be requested and kept on file in the administrative office.

The Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities will work with the appropriate LEA when it is determined that a parent surrogate is needed for a particular individual.
405.4 Admission of Homeless Students

A. The Board believes that all school-aged students, including homeless students, have a basic right to equal educational opportunities.  The Local Education Agency (LEA) must enroll each homeless student in the District in the school determined to be in the student’s best interest.  A homeless student or individual is defined as an individual who lacks fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence and who has a primary nighttime residence that is:

1. a supervised, publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations (including welfare hotels, congregate shelters and transitional housing for the mentally ill);

2. an institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized;

3. a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;

4. a motel, car, campground or

5. a "doubling up" with another family because of inability to afford housing otherwise.

B. In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, it is the responsibility of the LEA to make school placement determinations on the basis of the best interest of the student.  To the extent feasible, homeless students are kept in the school of origin unless doing so is contrary to the wishes of the student's parent or guardian.

The Board will work with the LEA to ensure that all state, local and federal requirements are met.

The LEA is reponsible for ensuring:

1.
it reviews and revises School Board policies and regulations to eliminate barriers to the enrollment, retention and success in school of homeless students;

2.
the District does not segregate homeless students into separate schools or separate programs within a school based on the student's status as homeless;

3.
it appoints a District liaison who ensures that homeless students enroll and succeed in school and

4.
homeless students are provided with transportation services that are at least comparable to the service provided to nonhomeless students.

The liaison ensures compliance with the subgrant and coordinates services for homeless students with local social service agencies and programs, including those funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act.

To the extent feasible, the District complies with the request made by a parent(s) regarding school placement regardless of whether the student lives with the homeless parent(s) or is temporarily residing elsewhere.

A student who ceases to be homeless may continue to receive services until the end of the period of time for which the service was originally intended to be provided, which may be the end of the school year or the end of a program cycle.

The District/LEA and the Board complies with the Ohio Department of Education’s Plan and State and Federal laws for the education of homeless children and youth.

LEGAL REFS.:
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.


42 USC Sections 11431 et seq.


ORC
9.60 – 9.62



3313.64(F)(13)


OAC
3301-35-02; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.:
AC, Nondiscrimination


JB, Equal Educational Opportunities


JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students

405.5
Due Process For Individuals Placed by LEA’s:

The Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities shall request from each LEA placing individuals into the Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities programs their respective Due Process Procedures.  The appropriate LEA policies and procedures shall be followed according to the individual involved.  CHILDREN AGES 3 THROUGH 21 COVERED BY LEA’S POLICIES
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