
400 Purpose and Philosophy and Miscellaneous Provisions

400.1 Instruction and Habilitation

The central purposes of instruction and habilitation are to assist each child, student and adult to (1) grow as vital members of society and (2) to help equip them for becoming a member of society.  Evaluation of the programs and services provided either directly by the Board or through contractual agreement and the course of instruction and habilitation shall be judged finally by how well they serve these two related aims.

The primary indicators that such processes are serving their central purposes are these:

· Individual differences among individuals are understood so keenly by the staff that each person acquires indispensable basic skills and knowledge.

· Each person is able to communicate.

· Each person is able to live in satisfactory relationships with others.

· Each person is able to use time in meaningful and rewarding ways.

· Each person can understand and accept him/herself.

· Each person can accept responsibilities for him/herself.

The instructional program offers training in:

·  Ability to communicate.

· Managing one’s body.

· Understanding self and others.

· Home and work responsibilities.

·  Ability to travel.

· Developing leisure time alternatives.

· Development of appropriate behaviors that will lead to positive interactions with others.
400.2
Programs

Each program operated by the board or through a contractual agreement with the Board shall have on file written procedures to determine eligibility for services and shall disseminate these to agencies and individuals upon request.  These procedures will be reviewed annually.  The board shall inform school districts and other potential referring sources of these policies and procedures.  Information about the mission, programs and services of the Board will be provided to the individual requesting services and, if appropriate family and friends, in a format that can be easily understood by the individual.  No applicant will be denied services on the basis of race, creed, ethnic origin, color or sex.  Placement into programs operated by the board or through contractual agreement with the Board shall be determined by an interdisciplinary team through a comprehensive evaluation of the individual.  For individuals being considered for Early Childhood or Supportive Home Services, this evaluation shall include an assessment of parent and family needs.  If the individual is of school age, the recommendation for placement shall be made through the IEP process in accordance with rule 3301-51-02 of the Administrative Code.

400.3
Ancillary Services

Ancillary Services shall be available according to the county board comprehensive plan.  Ancillary Services are specialized services intended to improve and preserve one’s ability to function independently and, to the extent possible, prevent progressive disabilities.  These services may be delivered in school or other community settings by a specialist who is an integral part of the interdisciplinary team.

Ancillary Services provided to an individual shall be based on assessment of the individual and, based upon the needs indicated in the assessment, made part of the IEP/IFSP.  Services shall be provided in accordance with Rule 3301-51-05 of the Administrative Code.

Ancillary Services may include:


1.
Communication Skills;


2.
Physical Development;


3.
Physical Therapy;


4.
Occupational Therapy;


5.
Psychological Services:


6.
Health Education;


7.
Supplemental Services such as art and music, mobility, sign language, behavior support, social services.

400.4
Research

All staff and persons external to the program wishing to utilize the enrollees, residents, staff, and/or facilities of the county board program for research purposes, should direct a formal research proposal to the superintendent.  Such proposals shall include a detailed description of the intended research, including:


1.
A statement of purpose, indicating the anticipated contribution to current knowledge in the field of mental retardation and developmental disabilities.


2.
A description of all procedures and methodology pertaining to direct or indirect contact with program clients.


3.
Criteria for selection of subject population: age range, disability qualifications, levels of functioning, preferred location, etc.


4.
Specification of the time involvement of each staff member, enrollee, and/or resident participating in the research.


5.
Specification of provision for enrollee/resident’s rights regarding confidentiality and informed consent to participate.


6.
An indication of any college or university course number for which credit hours will be accumulated as a result of the project.


7.
Parental/guardian permission and/or self-signed adult permission forms, which must be completed for all enrollees/residents prior to their participation.


8.
Recommendations from the University Human Subjects Committee if the proposal originated at the university level.

The superintendent will critically review the research proposal.  All proposals will be evaluated for their assurance of participant’s rights, feasibility of implementation, value to the board’s programs, and contribution to the field of mental retardation and developmental disabilities. The proposal shall be presented to the Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities for approval or denial of the research to be conducted.
The researcher may be requested to make status/progress reports to the superintendent, which will be reported to the Madison County Board of Mental Retardation.

A brief abstract of the project’s final report summarizing the research finding shall be submitted to the superintendent. In some cases, a copy of the entire final report from the project may be requested.

400.5
PROGRAM CEREMONIES AND OBSERVANCES/PATRIOTIC 
EXERCISES

The Madison County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities does not require the daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  However, the Board encourages reciting of the Pledge on a regular basis as determined by the classroom instructors and/or building authority. The Board recognizes that beliefs of some persons prohibit participation in the Pledge, the salute to the flag or other opening exercise and therefore are excused.

LEGAL REFS.:
U.S. CONST. amend. I, Establishment C1.;Speech C1.  ORC 5.23  3313.602; 3313.63; 3313.80

400.6
Title XX Eligibility Determination

The Madison County Board of MR/DD will provide Title XX funded services without regard to income.  Eligibility for Title XX funded services shall be determined using the process identified in 5123:2-1-02 of the Ohio Administrative Code for determining eligibility for county board of mr/dd services.  Redetermination of eligibility for Title XX funded services shall be completed no less than annually through the Individual Plan review process.

NOTICE



The MCBMR/DD shall make a copy of this policy available upon request to all persons.
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